A Remembrance

Prof. Steven J. Byzek (1917-1996)
by George Arrington

Just over 54 years after a young soldwer was over-
fiown by Japanese Zero's al Pear Harbor, retred U S
Army Maor Stephen J. Byzek's caskel was saluted by a
tormation of four & S Air Force F-15 Eagles.

Protessor Byzek, Hactudan and student of Prolessor
Okazaki passed away on Saturday, January 6, 1996 al
Waher Reed Army Hosptal in Maryland He had been in
pood heakh lor several years. He 8 survived by his wite
Madehne. his daughter Bonnie and his grandson Alexan-
der Hiis son Steven was killed several years ago

Byzak wasbornin Waltersburg. PA enJuly 11,1917,
Atihe age 18, he oined the Ay and was statoned at Fi
Howard wn Maryland. Two years later, he was assgnedto
Ft Derussey on the island of Oahu in the Terrdones of
Hawai Il was at thes bme (1937 that he began his Jujutsu
tramning with Protessor Okazaki Dunng his traming, his
personal nsiructors were Richard Rickens and Marion
Anderson. He graduated {rom the Kodenkan on May 15,
1941 (in tha same class as Sig Kutferath and Bill Ah Moo).
At 1tng tme graduation, Byzek received a 9-foot long scroll
called a Mokuroku (catalog) of the Jupuisu techniques he
had learned

On December 7, 1941, Steve Byzek was wiiness to
the Japanesa atack on Peari Harbor Al thns hime, there
was much suspicion that an Invaswon was immanent Inthis
hystena many Japanese resdents of Hawan were ar-
rested, questioned and even impnsongd at the delectign
camp on Sand Island Since Byzeh had been a close
associale of Prolessor Okazaki, he loo was questioned He
recalled that during the inguisition, “One of these men tnied
torough me up, but | wouldnthave any otthat “He was one
of several studems, in lact, who assisted in releasing the
“Oid Man” (Prolessor Ghazahe Irom prison

Later. Byzek was tfranslerred 10 a combal unit that
was fighting with OS85 n northern Afica Duning this tame,
ne was wounded by a land mune and spent a long penod of
lumie a1 an Algears hospatal Thes s where e mel bes 1oture
brade Madehne who was his nurse They were wed in
Aigrers 1 1943

In 1947 the Byzeks returned lo Hawau VWhile there.
Steve comtinued o trainan and teach Jupitey His classes
weve heid 3l the Ewa Manne Base He was amoag a group
0! Okazak: black belis who anerded a specal Okug: class
n 1948 At thus class, he was awarded \he Wle of Slihan
from Okazak: (Thss class was also inciuged Swg KuHterath
Walty and Barnice Jay. Jack Wheat. Bdlt Ah Moo and Carl
Beaver among many others |

Byzeh retred from the Army wih the rans ot Mapor,
but continued in governmeant serace with the CIA Among

his vaned expenances, he was imvolved n the Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba in 1962 He was also very active ntraining
U S servicemen in sell-delense lactcs He and Madedne
settled in northern Virgimsa suburbs of Washingion DC

In 1964, S1eve Byzek's rank was adwsied from 4th
dan 1o 8th dan Prolessor n recognamon of his many years
ol service 10 Danzan-Ryu Juulsu. Ha was also recenly
recognized as Juutsu Patnarch by the Jujtsu Amenca
organization and inducted in the Jujutsu Hallof Fame by the
Amencan Jufisu institute.

in a service befitting the former WWII combat vel-
oran, Steve Byzek was lad 10 rest at Arhington National
Cemetery on January 24, 1986, Afler a briel seivice at the
Ft. Myer chapel, a horse-drawn caisson was led to the
grave sde by a wull Army band and honor guard Whde eght
members ol the U.S. Army's "Old Guard™ held a taut
Amencan fiag over the grave, seven nflemen fired three
shots each i the iradional 21 gun salute. Afer selections
from the band and the benediction was raad, the flag was
folded with meticulous care and presemed 1o Steve's
widow Madehne with words of thanks from a grateful
natwan

In the words of Madeline Byzek, “Sleve was a brave
man who loved his country very much.”

Parsonal note | was introduced 10 Steva Byzek two
years ago whan Wally and Bernice Jay wereinthe DC area
lor a semunar. Steve has since welcomad ma severalimes
o his home 1o share his experiences aboul Okazahi,
Jupitsu and Me o general He was also genarous endugh
to visd my class and pass on Fokua 1o my studenis
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